
 

 

NEW HARTFORD PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTANCE LEARNING PLAN 

 

Purpose 

Distance learning will be utilized to provide ongoing instruction during prolonged           

school closures. This guide is intended to provide expectations for parents, staff, and             

students for distance learning. All students were provided with two weeks worth of             

practice materials on Friday, March 13. The Governor now directed school districts to             

open on April 20, 2020. Please prepare for an extended school closure beyond this date.               

Therefore, the “Distance Learning Plan” outlined below will begin on          

Monday, March 30.  

 

It is important to note that distance learning cannot replicate the learning that occurs              

face-to-face in a classroom. We are working to provide learning experiences to help each              

child grow. You will receive an email from your child’s classroom teacher with additional              

information about how to access daily learning for your child. Our students are young.              

The goal is to provide meaningful instruction using online tools, but also to include              

activities that engage students during this process.  

 

 

Instruction 

Classroom teachers will provide daily lessons for students in Reading, Writing, and            

Math. In addition, students will be provided with instruction and activities in the special              

areas, including Art, Music, PE, and Library (all grades); Health (grades K-5); and             

Spanish (grades 5 and 6). Students who are in Band and Chorus will also be provided                

with instruction from their teachers. Lessons for each day will be posted to Google              

Classroom by 9:00. In total, students should spend 2-3 hours engaged in learning             

activities throughout the day, including spending 20-40 minutes reading each day           

(depending on the grade level). 

 

The learning that students do during this time is important to their growth as learners.               

The expectation is that all students complete the work assigned, in a timely manner,              

just as they would during regular school sessions. Teachers will provide feedback to             

students about their work. Quizzes, tests, and other assessments may be given. Students             

should try their best. This is new for everyone, so be patient. Ask questions of your                



teacher if you don’t understand. If a student is not engaging in the work on Google                

Classroom, the teacher will reach out to the parents. 

 

Students who have IEPs (Individualized Education Plans) and 504 Plans will be            

provided with work and activities in accordance with those plans. This includes            

modified tasks and specialized instruction aligned with student goals and objectives.  

 

 

Communication 

Your child’s classroom teacher will be in touch regarding the learning plans that he/she              

has put in place. In addition, case managers will contact parents of students with IEPs               

and 504 Plans to communicate details of each child’s distance learning plan. 

 

Communication with the teachers should be made either through Google Classroom or            

via email. Teachers will be available daily during the hours of 9-11 and 2-3 to answer                

student/parent questions. During those hours, you can expect a response from the            

teacher. When appropriate, teachers will be in contact with students via Google Meet.             

At times, phone calls may be needed.  Teachers will use Google Voice to contact parents. 

 

In-person contact is not allowed at this time due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Therefore,              

all PPT (Planning and Placement Team) meetings and parent/teacher conferences are           

suspended. When school buildings reopen, PPTs will resume. The district will work            

collaboratively to follow any state guidance around compliance expectations for PPTs           

and will be in touch should this decision change. Parent/teacher conferences may be             

held at a later date depending on the date of school reopening and the guidance               

provided regarding school operations upon reopening. 

 

We do not want to overwhelm families with too many emails. The classroom teachers              

and case managers will be the primary point of contact for parents and students. If you                

have any questions regarding Distance Learning please do not hesitate to contact your             

child’s teacher. The principals will continue to send Friday Folder messages each week.             

However, if parents need to contact anyone at the school, they can do so by email at any                  

time.  

 

 

Attendance 

Your child is expected to check Google Classroom every day. If he or she is sick, please                 

email your school nurse. 

Antolini -- Christine Holland -- hollandc@newhtfd.org 

Bakerville -- Marie Kitch -- kitchm@newhtfd.org 

New Hartford Elementary -- Marie Bate -- batem@newhtfd.org 



 

If a teacher is unavailable due to illness, he or she will email parents and post on Google                  

Classroom to inform students and parents. 

 

 

Technology Use 

Every student has signed an acceptable use policy. We expect that students will abide by               

those guidelines for responsible use even though they will be learning from home.             

Student devices and student Google accounts are to be used for educational purposes             

only, and student accounts are monitored.  

 

We understand that these are trying times. Our teachers and staff have been working              

feverishly to prepare for Distance Learning. We understand that the roll out may not be               

perfect, but we will make every effort to ensure that your child is engaged in their                

learning. We will face these challenging times together. We are proud to partner with              

you in your child’s education.  

 

Sincerely, 

Brian Murphy 

Superintendent of Schools  


